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when only three years old, and at ten
a picture of his was exhibited at the
Royal Academy. His father, who
seems to have been pure brute, kept
the wretched little boy shut up in an
attic painting all day and every day,
and lived on the fruits of his work, so
it is not wonderful that when the
unfortunate George at last managed to
escape he took to drink.

For years he rambled about the
country painting rustic scenes and
living in ale-houses. His pictures sold
well and many were engraved, so that
his name became known even in his
lifetime. His industry was wonderful,
for he is known to have painted more
than 4,000 pictures. Drink was his
ruin, and Morland, who might have
been one of the world's greatest artists,
sank into a mere pot-boiler and died

in a debtor's prison at the early age of
forty-one.

The Shakespeare of English Painting.

In the year 1786 some drawings
exhibited in the window of a hair-
dresser's shop in Maiden Lane, Covcnt
Garden, attracted the attention of
passing artists. They were the work of
Joseph Turner, the cloven-year-old son
of the owner of the shop. The result
was that Joseph was sent to the Soho
Academy, and in 17^0 was admitted to
the Royal Academy Schools, So began
the career of the greatest of all English
artists, the man who lias heen rightly
called the Shakespeare of British Art.

Young Turner had to make his own
living while he learned. He sold a few
sketches and used to do hack work for
architects, as well as colouring prints for
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